
Privacy Panel and Gate
Installation Instructions





Step One
Locate property line and all underground wires and pipes.  Check 
local codes to see if a fence permit is required.

Step Two
Using a string line and stakes, layout the desired fence application.  If 
fence layout is on the property line, stay 4-6 inches in from the line to 
ensure concrete footings do not go over the property line.

Step Three
Mark location of the gate posts with marking paint.  The measurement 
in between posts will be the size of your gate.  

For example: For a 4 ft. gate, set post 48 inches apart.  The gate will 
	          be 1-1/2 inch smaller, to allow for hardware.

Set gate 
posts 

48 inches 
apart

Step Four
With paint, layout remaining post holes to 8 ft. on center of post for 
8 ft. section, or 6 ft. section on center for 6 ft. section.

Step Five
Begin to dig holes, approximately 7 inches to 8 inches in diameter and 
36 inches deep.  Make sure holes are 2 inches offset from string line.

Fence Layout

Step Five

Step Three
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Step Two



Step One
Position post in hole.  Center the post, then square with the fence 
line, ensuring when the rails are placed they will be parallel to the 
string line.  Check each post with a carpenters level and adjust, if 
necessary, to ensure each is plumb.  The fence height above grade 
must be determined at this time.  Leave 2 inches from the bottom of 
the bottom rail to the ground.

Step Two
Pour concrete around posts up to ground level.  Use either wet or 
dry concrete.  When ready to set dry concrete, pour water around 
the posts, following concrete instructions.  Concrete will set in 
approximately 24 hours.  Repeat this step until all posts are set and 
you are ready to assemble panels and install gate, if you have one.

Step One
Note:  All bottom rails have aluminum inserts.

Slide the bottom rails into the cutouts in the post.  If the space 
between the posts is less than the panel size, cut the panel with any 
type of power saw.  When cutting off a notch, place a screw in the 
side of the rail to act as a notch.  to the desired length.  Use any power 
saw to cut rails.

Setting the Posts

Assembling Panel: Bottom Rail

Step One & Two
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Step One
Place u-channels on the side of the posts, between the top and bottom 
of the rail cutouts.  We recommend you secure these with 3/4 inch 
screws (not included).  Repeat this step, installing all u-channels.

Step One
Begin on one end.  Place the first picket into the bottom rail and 
u-channel.  Going down the panel, insert the pickets in the bottom 
rails, interlocking tongue and grooves as you assemble.  If the posts 
are less than 8 ft. on center, cut a tongue and groove picket vertically 
to fit your remaining opening.  Insert into the end u-channel (the cut 
will be hidden in the u-channel).

Assembling Panel: U-Channel

Assembling Panel: Pickets

Assembling Panel: Top Rail

Place one end of the top rail into a post and guide it to the 
corresponding post, inserting pickets into the top rail as you 
go.  After all pickets are installed, slide the loose end of the 
rail into the second post.  If the posts are less than 8 ft. on 
center, cut off a piece of the top rail to the desired length.  
Notching tools may be purchased to re-notch rails, or you 
may insert a screw into the cut rail to hold it in place.

Step One

Shoreline Vinyl Systems
(866) 711.9050

www.shorelinevinyl.com

3



Step One
Apply PVC glue inside the bottom perimeter of the cap and press 
securely onto the top of the post.  Make sure the cap is on the post as 
far as it will go.

Step One
Position the gate in the gate opening.  Block up the 
gate, lining up the horizontal rails of the gate with the 
fence rails.  For hinge placement, it is recommended 
that you place the top hinge 4 inches - 6 inches from 
the top of the gate frame and the bottom hinge 
4 inches - 6 inches from the bottom of the bottom rail.  
For latch installation, follow the pre-packaged latch 
instructions, included with the latch.

Post Caps

Hang Gates

Cleanup
Your new fence may be dirty after installation.  In 
most cases, simply hose any loose dirt off.  For 
tougher stains, use soap and water or a non-abrasive 
cleaner applied with a rag.
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